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reality to the religious allusions or Virgil ana Ovid. Remote towns like Madaura were not affected by the changes of imperial religious professions until well into the fifth century; and indeed Valentinian, who was then on the throne, interfered very little in the rivalry. Augustine recalls in later years, in two ungracious letters to cultured and broad-minded Madaurian pagans, the great statue of Mars that dominated the forum, the sight of the decurions of the town boisterously celebrating the orgies of Bacchus, and other experiences of his youth. The schools of the grammarian and rhetorician were the homes of the deposed Olympians long after the temples had been closed or destroyed. When the teaching imparted in them was enforced by a pagan life of unrestrained vitality, the effect on an impressionable youth must have been profound. Even the uncultured Christian found himself in a difficult world in the Afro-Roman provinces. They used to lay their doubts and temptations before Augustine in his later years. Was it lawful to make contracts with the natives, which only, with slight exception, is im autt)!n«*gr4phy,    NMW Confessions may IK* fine liter.iture, hut they un an utterly false psychology ami etlttt, year  400, when   they  were  written*
